gate the development of the heart during embryonic and postembryonic stages. This allowed us to identify different classes of phenotypes. These classes include defects in cell differentiation, morphological changes and physiological phenotypes. In the open circulatory system of insects, the heart is the main motor of hemolymph flow. In many insects, however, the hemolymph supply of narrow body appendages is maintained by additional autonomous circulatory organs. For example, in Drosophila, hemolymph exchange in the wings is accomplished by two muscular pumps located bilaterally in the scutellum. In previous studies, we have shown that these so-called wing hearts consist of parallel syncytial muscle cells and a thin layer of non-muscular cells. Both tissues arise from eight embryonic progenitor cells which originate from the cardiac mesoderm and are characterized by the expression of the cardiogenic bHLH transcription factor Hand throughout their entire development. Here we show that while the loss of hand expression has no effect on the specification of the wing heart progenitors during embryogenesis, hand is required for proper wing heart formation during metamorphosis. Interestingly, the loss of Hand function affects the ability to establish attachment sites at their proper location in both tissues.
In the open circulatory system of insects, the heart is the main motor of hemolymph flow. In many insects, however, the hemolymph supply of narrow body appendages is maintained by additional autonomous circulatory organs. For example, in Drosophila, hemolymph exchange in the wings is accomplished by two muscular pumps located bilaterally in the scutellum. In previous studies, we have shown that these so-called wing hearts consist of parallel syncytial muscle cells and a thin layer of non-muscular cells. Both tissues arise from eight embryonic progenitor cells which originate from the cardiac mesoderm and are characterized by the expression of the cardiogenic bHLH transcription factor Hand throughout their entire development. Here we show that while the loss of hand expression has no effect on the specification of the wing heart progenitors during embryogenesis, hand is required for proper wing heart formation during metamorphosis. Interestingly, the loss of Hand function affects the ability to establish attachment sites at their proper location in both tissues.
In case of the parallel muscle cells, this disrupts the regular pattern of epidermal attachment sites to the point of ectopic attachment sites. The ability to perform muscle contractions, however, is not affected and wing heart beating can be observed in the mutants. In the non-muscular cell layer, defects in attachment result in gaps within the layer and between the layer and the epidermis. Since the intactness of the layer is essential for wing S173
